Loquacity


A disrespectful child is often a loquacious child, not sensing when to stop talking after given leave to speak.  His words will run on without regard to the value of the adult’s time he is mindlessly consuming.  Scripture describes such a child as a fool.  The “chattering” of a fool literally means “collecting something into a heap and then sweeping it away.”  This child simply wastes time, undoing with his many words whatever good may be hidden in the heap of his speech.  

“When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise.”  Proverbs 10:19

“The wise in heart accept commands, but a chattering fool comes to ruin.”  Proverbs 10:8

Over-familiarity

The child who ignores adults, their situation and their needs will also be over-familiar and rude with them.  He will impudently treat them as equals or even inferiors, dull objects to merely satisfy his needs.  He will break through the limitations of courtesy, quietness an disrespect.  Often such child will remain totally oblivious to what he has done.

When someone becomes “overly familiar,” a pride enters his heart that disrupts and destroys family unity.  He has lost the fear of God, of God’s authority, and God’s limits.  He not only disrespects and dishonors his parents in speech and conduct, but he will dishonor and disrespect his siblings in word or deed, even in violence, for all sense of limits to his own will and desires has fallen.  Such a child reduces everything to the level of his own desires and impulses.
Rudeness


Rude children “throw off restraint.”  Scripture discourages the attitude of a horse or mule, which must be handled by a strong bit and bridle; but the rude child refuses the control even a mule accepts.  He exalts himself in his heart and refuses any restraint but the severest measures against his arrogance.  Many a child of this sort has even ended up in prison.  Since nothing inwardly restrains his flesh from even ridiculing or mocking, and as he dishonors his parents and other adults, only the severest judgment from the world has a chance of jerking him back onto the path of reality.
Never laugh at a jest of a sacred subject

Never laugh at a jest on a sacred subject, even though the temptation may be strong.  All such jesting is a species of profanity, and the influence of every boy who is trying to do right should be against it.


There are a great many practical jokes which do not deserve to be laughed at.  Anything which causes inconvenience or pain to another is brutal and cannot by any possibility be amusing.
School Days

School days are a delightful period of life.  I don’t say that they are the happiest times you will ever see, for I don’t think that will be true; but it is true that your happiness and excellence as men depend greatly upon the use you make of your time while you are boys, for now you are building, habit by habit and thought by thought, the character which you will have when you are men.  So you should cherish now every generous aim and noble ambition which you would like to achieve as men, and scorn every mean and ignoble act now as cordially as you expect to do then, and practice every Christian virtue now as heartily as you mean to do then; and if you do these things you will be certain of a life which will bring happiness to yourself and a blessing to every one with whom it comes in contact.

